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1 Introduction – 
 

This code of practice provides guidance for manufacturers, suppliers, customers and electrical 

contractors in relation to the electrical installation associated with modular and portable buildings. 

Cabins are covered in Section 2 and Modular Buildings are covered in Section 3. The aim of this 

code of practice is to ensure that electrical installations are initially safe and are working correctly 

and remain in this condition for the life of the building. The guidance leads to straightforward 

arrangements which can be understood by all parties involved in the design, manufacture, supply 

and use of modular and portable buildings, whether for sale or hire. 

 

These arrangements meet compliance with health and safety legislation, the most relevant being the 

Electricity at Work Regulations 1989. Reference is also made to BS 7671:2008 Requirements for 

Electrical Installations, referred to in this code of practice as the IEE Wiring Regulations. 

Compliance with the IEE Wiring Regulations is likely to achieve compliance with the Electricity at 

Work Regulations. Other relevant reference documents are Parts 1 and 2 of BS 6767 Transportable 

Accommodation Units. 

 

It should be noted that recognition of compliance with this code of practice is dependant on current 

membership of the MPBA and registration with the NICEIC for the MPBA scheme.  

 

2 Cabins – 
 

2.1 At Manufacture – 

 

At the manufacturing stage the electrical installation should fully comply with the latest edition of 

the IEE Wiring Regulations. Prior to dispatch from the manufacturer’s factory, the electrical 

installation should be fully inspected and tested and an appropriate electrical installation certificate 

should be provided by the manufacturer. Note:  

 

• The Original certificate should be retained by the Owner of the cabin 

• The Duplicate certificate should be retained by the Manufacturer / Electrical Contractor 

• A Copy of the certificate should be displayed in the cabin, near the consumer unit 

 

2.2 At Hire Depots – 

 

The manufacturers’ certification is valid for 12 months and is relevant and appropriate for the first 

hire. 

 

Prior to the second and subsequent hires, a Pre-delivery Inspection and Test should be carried out 

and an appropriate report should be provided. An example of an appropriate report is the NICEIC 

Portable Building Pre-delivery Inspection and Testing Report, as shown in Appendix (I). Note: 

 

• The Original report should be retained by the hire depot 

• The Duplicate report should be displayed in the cabin, near the consumer unit 

 

When the cabin is approximately 12 months old, a periodic inspection and test should be carried out 

and an appropriate periodic inspection report should be provided. An example of an appropriate 

periodic inspection report is the NICEIC Portable Building Periodic Inspection Report, as shown in 

Appendix (II). Note: 

 

• The Original report should be retained by the Hire Depot 

• The Duplicate report should be retained by the Hire Depot / Electrical Contractor 
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• A Copy of the report should be displayed in the cabin, near the consumer unit. 

 

This report is valid for 12 months and prior to the second and subsequent hires, a Pre-delivery 

Inspection and Test should be carried out, as above. Therefore, throughout the life of the cabin, the 

electrical installation is supported by an Electrical Installation Certificate and Periodic Inspection 

Reports which is supplemented by Pre-delivery Inspection and Testing.  

 

In the event of an electrical installation being altered, added to or refurbished, the work should fully 

comply with the latest edition of the IEE Wiring Regulations. The relevant part or parts of the 

electrical installation should be inspected and tested and an appropriate electrical installation 

certificate should be provided. 

 

Valid certification / reports will be provided for the anticipated initial hire period, up to a maximum 

of 12 months. 

 

2.3 At the Customers’ Site or Premises – 

 

The customer is responsible for the connection and disconnection to the supply. This should be 

carried out by a competent person in accordance with the latest edition of the IEE Wiring 

Regulations. It should be noted that the person making the connection to the supply must be 

satisfied that the characteristics of the supply are correct and suitable for the electrical installation 

and that the installation is safe to energise. At the very least, further tests will have to be carried out 

to ensure that the values of the earth fault loop impedance, maximum prospective fault current at 

the origin, polarity and RCD tests conform to the requirements of the IEE Wiring Regulations.  

 

The customer is then responsible for any ongoing periodic inspections beyond the anticipated initial 

hire period or 12 months. 

 

3 Modular Buildings – 
 

3.1 New Modular Buildings for Sale or Hire – 

 

The electrical installation should fully comply with the latest edition of the IEE Wiring Regulations. 

At the manufacturing stage it is normal for the electrical installation to be partially completed in the 

factory and then inter connected and completed on site. Prior to connection to the supply and 

following the connection to the supply the electrical installation should have the relevant inspection 

and tests carried out and an appropriate electrical installation certificate should be provided by the 

Supplier / Electrical Contractor. 

 

3.2 Subsequent Use Of Modular Buildings For Sale Or Hire – 

 

For modular buildings used on subsequent occasions, 3.1 should be followed if the electrical 

installation has been refurbished or renewed. However, if the electrical installation has been merely 

disconnected / split and then reconnected, the electrical installation should be inspected and tested 

and an appropriate periodic inspection report should be provided by the Supplier / Electrical 

Contractor. 
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Appendix (I) 

 

 

Portable Building Pre-delivery Inspection & Testing Report 
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Appendix (II) 

 

 

Portable Building Periodic Inspection Report 
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